
siblings camp and a Camp 
Fantastic Network television 
theme for our patient camp, 
the kids enjoyed sunny days 
filled with canoeing, swim-
ming, crafts, woodworking, 
cooking, dancing – and, most 

important, 
the feeling 
that they’re 
just normal 
kids. 

BRASS Camp 
welcomed 
115 youth  
this year, and 

Camp Fantastic greeted 104. 
Some of their inspiring 
thoughts are below…. 

Completing the sentence 
“Because of Camp Fantas-
tic…,” campers shared their 

 

“E very year, I am even 
more astonished how 

much camp truly impacts     
each and every single person. 
Because of camp, the pain hurts 
a lot less and my heart is healed.  
I cannot put into words how 
much gratitude 
I have for this 
camp because I 
am not the per-
son I am today 
without it.” 

Another year of 
Special Love’s 
weeklong 
BRASS Camp and Camp Fantas-
tic is in the books, and the   
impact continues to be pro-
found, as Valerie, a BRASS 
camper, so eloquently writes. 

With an Eyewitness BRASS 
news network theme for our 

A Healing “Network” at BRASS Camp and Camp Fantastic 

Scholarships Pave the Way for Young Cancer Survivors, Thanks to Donors! 
adult survivors who want to 
pursue post-secondary educa-
tion and training.  

“This scholarship opportunity 
could not have come at a better 
time,” writes scholarship recipi-
ent Kevin. “My parents always 
talk about how they are going to 
pay for my semesters…. My dad 
cannot retire, and my mom was 
recently laid off from her job. She 
started buying lottery tickets.” 

More than $50,000  was award-
ed to these deserving winners, in 
amounts ranging from $1,000 to 
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Special Love scholarship recipient     
Joey Norris thanks his cancer treatment 
team before he heads to the University 
of South Carolina 

“Because of camp,  

the pain hurts a  

lot less and my heart  

is healed.” 

(continued on page 2) 

“Nurse Tammy” 
Shines as First 
Light of Love 

(continued on page 3) 

N ot every camper knows 
every medical volunteer at 

Camp Fantastic, but they all 
know “Nurse Tammy.” Special 
Love was proud to recognize 
Tammara Jenkins as the inaugu-
ral recipient of our “Light of 
Love Award” at Special Love’s 
Casino Royale in April. The 
award presentation culminated 
an evening of gaming, dancing, 

H elping to elevate young 
adult cancer survivors who 

are ready to take their next  
educational step, Special Love 
recently awarded Kay-Moore 
scholarships to 33 Camp      
Fantastic graduates.  

Named in honor of Dianne and 
Alan Kay and Beryl Moore, both 
major contributors to Special 
Love, the Kay-Moore Scholar-
ship provides funding to young 

 INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
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Nurse Tammy Jenkins works her 
magic with Camp Fantastic campers. 



$2,500: Gasthon (John Taylor 
Community College), Christina 
(University of Maryland), Jairo 
(Northern Virginia Community 
College), Carter (Virginia Tech), 
Crystal (Old Dominion Universi-
ty), Angela (Santa Barbara Com-
munity College), Allison (Hawaii 
Pacific University), Sylvia 
(University of Maryland), Sarah 
(J. Sargeant Reynolds Community 
College), Sameika (James Madi-
son University), Tarik (Univer-
sity of Miami), Katarina (Lord 
Fairfax Community College), 
Kevin (George Mason Universi-
ty), Camden (J. Sargeant      

Reynolds Community College), 
Mohini (College of William & 
Mary), Hannah (James Madi-
son University), Seth (Virginia 
Commonwealth University), 
Cody (Lord Fairfax Communi-
ty College), Hannah (Virginia 
Commonwealth University), 
Joseph (University of South 
Carolina), Delaney (Northern 
Virginia Community College), 
Lacey (Old Dominion Univer-
sity), Joshua (Virginia Tech), 
Erin (George Mason Universi-
ty), Alexander (George Ma-
son University), D'Lontae 
(Old Dominion University), 

Devonee (West 
Virginia University), Rachel 
(Northern Virginia Community 
College), Anna (J. Sargeant 
Reynolds Community College), 
Morgan (James Madison Univer-
sity),  Ambriel (George Mason 
University), Jacqueline 
(Allegheny College), Serena 
(Northern Virginia Community 
College), and Nicholas (James 
Madison University). Phew! And 
congratulations! 

Special Love encourages donors to 
help sustain this important program 
for our campers. Call us at 
888.930.2707 for information. 

Scholarship Winners (continued from page 1) 

The Camp Network (continued from page 1) 

able to be a teenager. To  
canoe, crab, and develop 
friendships with amazing  
children who can relate. It’s 

such a     
blessing.”  

And one   
former  
camper’s post   
during the 
week of 
Camp        
Fantastic  
sums it up: 
“This time 

always incites such emotion  
in me. Nothing like cresting 
that hill and seeing all those 
counselors cheering for you 
and knowing that the most    
amazing week of your whole 
year lays ahead of you.” 

deepest feelings with respons-
es like these: “I have learned to 
believe in magic.” “I finally feel 
normal again.” “I have a home 
away from 
home.” “I have 
learned to be 
me.” “I am     
not scared of 
cancer.” “I 
found the   
people I love 
most and a 
place that   
gives my fight   
meaning.” “I 
finally found a place where I felt 
like I fit in.” 

During BRASS Camp, one 
mom posted on Facebook: 
“This camp brings so much 
joy to Camille’s life. She is 
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“Nothing like cresting 

that hill … and  

knowing the most 

amazing week of 

 your whole year       

lays ahead of you.” 

 
College, Against All Odds 

To Everyone at Special Love: 
I am writing to thank you for your  

generous $2,500 Special Love  
Kay-Moore College Scholarship  

Award. I was very happy and  
appreciative to be selected as the  

recipient of your scholarship. 
 

In spite of my health issues and  
disabilities, my dream has  

always been to attend college.  
Against all odds, I am happy to  

say that I will be attending  
Northern Virginia Community  
College and have registered to  

take some developmental classes. 
 

Thanks again for your  
generosity in supporting me  

as I pursue my dream. 
 

Sincerely, 
Rachel 

(neuroblastoma survivor) 

www.specialove.org 



J oin us for one (or more!) 
of our upcoming events. 

We promise fun as we’re 
raising funds for Special Love. 
We’re counting on you!  

September 16 | Happy Hour 
with the Going Out Group | 
Another great get-together 
sponsored by the DC-area  
Going Out Group, this time to 
support our Fall in Love 10K/ 
5K. Café Asia, Washington, 
DC | www.meetup.com/ 
30sand40sgroup 

September 25 | Virginia 
Tech’s Cuts for Camp | If 
you can’t make it to VT to 
have your head shorn, then 
sponsor a student or professor 
who is! Virginia Tech       
campus, Blacksburg, VA | 
Friends of Special Love at 
Virginia Tech on Facebook 

September 26 | Blacksburg 
Battles Cancer Golf Tourna-
ment | Thanks to the gener-
osity of the Blacksburg   
Country Club’s Women’s 
Golf Association, Special 
Love will again benefit from 

this great event. Blacksburg 
Country Club, Blacksburg, 
VA | www.blacksburg-
battlescancer.org 

October 1 | 2nd Annual XPO 
Logistics Poker Run | A fun 
motorcycle trip through scenic 
backroads! Winchester, VA  | 
Call 888.930.2707 for info 

October 10 | 32nd Camp  
Fantastic/Pat Collins Memorial 
Golf Tournament | A hands-
down fantastic day of golf, com-
plete with great food, prizes, and 
networking! 1757 Golf Club,  
Dulles, VA | www.camp-
fantasticgolfopen.com. 

October 15 | 4th Annual 
Fall in Love 10K Run & 5K 
Run/Walk | Choose your 
own speed for this scenic 
jaunt along the C&O Canal 

months of the year for which 
she is known and loved by 

campers and staff. At 
Camp Fantastic,    
Tammy assembles and 
oversees a staff of    
doctors, nurses, and 
support players as  
qualified as any in the 
world. Tammy con-
ducts pre-camp inter-
views of nearly 100 
campers each year, 
helping customize each 
child’s care and easing 
each parent’s concerns.   

Thanks to Tammy and her 
team, Camp Fantastic can   
accommodate children in   

and celebrating at the Hilton 
McLean Tysons Corner. 

Born and raised 
in southern    
California, Nurse 
Tammy has a 
dual identity:  
For nine months 
of the year, she’s  
an Advanced  
Practice Nurse 
and Program   
Officer in the 
Pediatric Trauma 
and Critical   
Illness Branch at 
the National Institute of Child 
Health and Development at 
NIH. But it’s the other three 

nearly all stages of cancer 
treatment, ranging from those 
who’ve conquered cancer to 
those in palliative care whose 
parents have given their     
children the gift of camp in 
their final weeks of life. Nurse 
Tammy is the reason many 
first-time campers (and      
parents) are willing to over-
come their fears to come to 
camp, and she’s the reason 
many veteran campers come 
back year after year. For that, 
and so much more, we cele-
brate Nurse Tammy Jenkins. 

For more great photos from     
Casino Royale, visit www.carl-
coxphotography.com/love; the 
password is love1234. 

Calendar Alert: “Fun” -Raisers  

Nurse Tammy (continued from page 1) 
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Towpath. Washington, DC | 
www.specialove.org/
fallinloverunwalk 

October 21 |19th Annual PSI 
Golf Tournament | You have 
to be there to believe it. Great 
golf followed by an all-u-can-
eat crab feast. This unique 
tourney is sponsored by 
Planned Systems International. 
Join the 
fun! 
Argyle 
Coun-
try 
Club, 
Silver 
Spring, MD | www.plan-
sys.com/about-us/in-the-
community 

 

Mark your calendar now for      
Special Love’s Casino Royale         

on April 7, 2017! 
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THANK YOU, 
2016 Casino Royale 

 Major Sponsors 
 
 

 
Double or Nothing Benefactors 

 

FD Associates Inc. 
Goldin & Stafford 

WCS Construction 
 

Beginner’s Luck Patrons 
 

Clark Construction 
 E&G Group 

Arthur J. Gallagher & Co. 
Hamel Family Foundation 

Walter P Moore 
PGN Architects 

 
Gaming Table Sponsors 

 

CareFirst BlueCross 
BlueShield 

 McMullan & Associates 
MedStar Health  

 
Full House Sponsors 

 

Tom and Sheila Baker 
Bank of Clarke County 

BizIT Group 
Knox Singleton 

Leach Wallace Associates 
The Malek Family      
Charitable Trust 

 

  



W hen Damian Rodino 
was diagnosed with 

acute lymphoblastic leukemia 
at the age of six, one of his 
biggest worries was he would 
no longer be able to play con-
tact sports. He knew that with 
a catheter placed securely in 
his chest, his 
options were 
limited.  

So he turned 
to swimming. 
And he hasn’t 
looked back. 

At 29, Dami-
an is now the 
assistant swim 
coach at 
George    
Mason Uni-
versity in 
Fairfax, Virginia. After years 
of practice and competition on 
a personal level, today he’s 
helping lead a team of NCAA 
Division I collegiate swim-
mers. He focuses on the sprint 
and distance competitors, as 
well as manages team recruit-
ing and swim meet logistics. 
(One of Damian’s GMU wom-
en’s squad members recently 
made it to Rio’s Olympic  
trials, where she fell just short 
of a spot on the U.S team.) 

Damian’s path to coaching is 
impressive: He swam on 
GMU’s varsity team his entire 
four years at the university, 
from 2005 to 2009, where he 
started as a walk-on. 

A four-year camper at Camp 
Fantastic in the mid-1990s, 

Damian (not surpris-
ingly) spent much – 
but not all – of his 
recreation time in the 
swimming pool. 

“I’m a creature of  
habit, so I usually did 
the same activities 
every year,” Damian 
recalls his time at 
camp. “I liked swim-
ming, of course, and 

also fishing, riflery, 
horseback riding, and 

archery. Gaga ball was a big 
thing then, too, and I really 
liked that.” 

His brother and sisters were 
regulars at BRASS Camp – 
“They have great memories of 
BRASS,” Damian adds – and 
his family regularly took to 
the slopes during Family Ski 
Weekends while Damian was 
in the midst of and just     
following treatment. More 
recently, he and his family 

have made the trek to the   
4H Center in Front Royal for 
Octoberfest and Reunion 
Weekends. 

Today, Damian lives in Arling-
ton with his wife, Breanne,  
and their son, Pierce, 5, and 
daughter, Emily, 4. 

Damian credits Special Love’s 
camps and his parents for 
“distracting” him during his 
fight against pediatric cancer: 
“It’s funny. Maybe because I 

was so young, or my parents 
did such a great job of pro-
tecting me, but I just don’t 
remember too many rough 

FantasticFlashback: Damian Rodino Just Keeps Swimming 
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financial advisor or contact 
Special Love for details at 
888.930.2707. 

 

“When I was young, 

nobody understood 

why I’d miss the big 

swim meet.  

I’d tell my team,  

I’ve been looking  

forward to camp  

since last year,  

so I’m going.” 

Former camper Damian Rodino    
and his family always enjoy    
being near the water 

Leaving a Legacy: Not Just for the Rich and Famous 
The Legacy IRA Act would 
allow donors to donate the 
entire plan to charity but  
retain the right to income 
from the plan throughout 
their lifetime.  

At the donor’s death, the 
assets in the plan are owned 
outright by the qualified  
charity. There’s no charitable 
deduction allowed for 

amounts transferred to the 
life-income plans (charitable 
remainder trusts and charita-
ble gift annuities), but the 
donor isn’t taxed on the IRA 
distribution to charity even 
though there is a life-income 
right retained.  

The law would start with a 
four-year trial to determine 
its efficacy. Contact your  

I f you think charitable    
legacies are strictly for the 

rich and famous, think again. 
Congress is considering    
legislation that would author-
ize tax-free IRA rollovers for 
gifts that benefit charities and 
also provide taxable retire-
ment income — charitable 
life-income plans — for the 
donors. 

times. The support system 
from camp had a lot to do 
with that, too. In fact, each 
year when I had to leave my 
local swim team early to go to 
Camp Fantastic, it was usually 
right before our biggest swim 
meet. Nobody else under-
stood why I would miss that 
meet. But I’d tell them, I’ve 
been looking forward to camp 
since last year, so I’m going.” 

A big “How How” to Damian! 

 

Damian poses for Special 
Love’s 1995 Scrapbook  

 



What a Fun Run! Thank You, Team Mathias, for All the Love 

In June, Team Mathias held its 

3rd 5K and Family Fun Run at 
the Village at Leesburg. The 
turnout of runners - of all ages 
and abilities - was wonderful. 
As a beneficiary  of the event, 
Special Love received half of 
the proceeds - an incredibly 
generous $6,000! - thanks to 
the hard work of Team Mathi-
as, led by Roya Giordano,  
Linda Long, Emily Kelly, and 
Melissa Allard. Team Mathias 
was formed in 2012 by Mathias 

Giordano, a 13-year-old from 
Leesburg who was a two-time 
Camp Fantastic camper.     
Mathias lost his battle with 

osteosarcoma in 2014. The Fun 
Run is held each year in honor 
of Mathias’ birthday.  

At this year’s run, Special Love 
dared its booth visitors to take 
on the Oreo Challenge, a     
popular camp activity that pits 
man against Oreo as a cookie is 
placed on the forehead and the 
camper tries to guide it to the 
mouth without using hands. 

Look for info on a family event on 
Sunday, October 9, following    
Octoberfest Weekend. Partnering 
with Team Mathias, Special Love 
campers will explore Winchester’s 
Discovery Museum. 

An Essay: Reunion Weekend Brings “Comfort of Not Being Alone” 

E arlier this month Special 
Love held its Reunion 

Weekend which has always 
been one of my favorite 
events. I’ve been part of the 
Special Love family for some-
thing like 27 years now and in 
that time I’ve seen a lot of folks 
pass through our organization. 
It’s good to see old friends, tell 
old stories, and relive some of 
those sun-soaked summers from 
so long ago. 

As much as I love Reunion 
Weekend for my own selfish 
reasons, my favorite part of it 
is the flood of survivors who 
trickle into camp that weekend 
dragging behind them confused 
children who can’t quite work 

out why mommy or daddy is 
so excited to be back at this 
“camp” place and why they’re 
expected to know all of these 
wacky songs. I love watching 
them meet the parents and kids 
still struggling through the 
hard months of radiation and 
intensification and the realiza-
tion that, for this one weekend 
anyway, Special Love has 
campers aged 7 to 49. 

But this weekend my thoughts 
were elsewhere, specifically 
with a little girl in Southwest-
ern Virginia who’s just been 
diagnosed with Acute Lym-
phoblastic Leukemia. 

I’m lucky; my brush with  cancer 
left me physically unscarred, but I 
make no secret about that part of 
my identity. My car is festooned 
with Special Love magnets; I was 
super-excited to pick up one of 
the “Cure Childhood Cancer” 
license plates, and I wear Special 
Love t-shirts to work in blatant 
violation of the dress code (not 
that anyone much cares). Long 
story short, it’s not unusual for 
me to be among the first to find 
out when a local kid is diagnosed 
with cancer. People think that’s 
the sort of thing I’d like to know 
about. People are right. 
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And so, amid the fun and  
family of 2016 Reunion 
Weekend, my mind kept    
returning to that little girl in 
Roanoke in the midst of her 
most aggressive treatment. 
Here I was, surrounded by 
fellow survivors – the brothers 
and sisters in arms who stood 

by my side through my own 
fight with cancer – while she 
lay in a hospital bed alone. 

Camp is more than canoeing, 
dodgeball, and pool parties; it 
is the comfort of not being 
alone, in knowing that others 
have faced the same demons as 
you and prevailed. It is solidari-
ty and strength and courage and 
hope for the future. 

This little girl needs to come 
to camp. Her parents need to. 
Her siblings need to. 

Because there is life after   
cancer, and a camp reunion is 
there to show it to us.  
 

Chris came to camp in 1989.     
He beat cancer as an 11-year-  
old and has been giving back to   
Special Love ever since. 

“Camp is more than   

canoeing, dodgeball, 

and pool parties… . It is 

solidarity and strength 

and courage and hope 

for the future.” 

Chris Thomas tells everyone he 
meets that there is life after cancer. 

 

 

Throwback Thrill:  
Camp Fantastic 1983  
(our very first camp!) 

Peggy Whittington stashes away 
memorabilia for the long term. And 
we’re lucky she does! On our recent 
visit to her home, Peggy graciously 
donated to Special Love several of 
her “keepers” from our first camp.  
 

As a longtime supporter, Peggy says, 
“I’m overwhelmed how Special Love 
has developed and expanded the 
many programs since the first year  
of camping with only 20 or so 
campers. When I visited the camp 
the first year (33 years ago), it was 
touching, seeing the kids adjust to 
their illness and having fun. That 
was awesome to me. My heart was 
filled with happiness. I’m proud to 
be a part of Special Love and I send 
my blessings to all the kids and their 
families to continue enjoying life to 
the fullest — KEEP FIGHTING 
and happy camping.” 
 

Thanks for the memories, Peggy! 



 

117 Youth Development Court | Winchester, VA 22602 
31 Center Drive, Box 2062 | Bethesda, MD 20892 

888.930.2707 | www.specialove.org 

to partnering with Team Mathias: 
Families are invited to make their 

way to Win-
chester’s 
Discovery 
Museum for 
lunch and an   
afternoon of 
exploring. 
4H Center, 
Front Royal, 

VA, and the Discovery Museum, 
Winchester, VA, for fun in the        
afternoon. 

November 19-20 | Parents’ 
Getaway Weekend | Before the 
holiday rush, treat yourself to a 
weekend designed just for you, 
parents. We’ll pamper you with 

September 24 | Tidewater 
KOA Day | Something NEW! It’s 
a day filled with romping at the 
Williamsburg KOA campground, 
especially for Special Love fami-
lies. Head for the jumping pillows, 

take a wagon 
ride, or pan 
for gold. 
Compliments 
of KOA Care 
Camps, a 
partner of 
Special Love. 
More info to 
come! 4000 
Newman 

Road, Williamsburg, VA 

October 7-9 | Octoberfest 
Weekend | Welcome the harvest 
with a weekend carving pumpkins, 
drinking apple cider, marching in 
Front Royal’s Festival of Leaves 
parade, and howling in Halloween. 
Plus, another NEW event, thanks 

massages, makeovers, delec-
table food, and unmatched 
friend-making as you join  
other parents of children with 
cancer and bereaved parents. 
George Washington Hotel, 
Winchester, VA 

December 4 | Special 
Love’s Holiday Bash | The 
joy of the season is front and 

center when campers con-
verge for our popular holiday 
party. (Can you say candy and 
costumes?) Let’s celebrate 
together! Franconia Fire    
Department, Franconia, VA. 

BackBurner | We’ll See You There, Beautiful Campers! 

Special Love, Inc., is a non-profit,   
IRS 50(c)(3) organization, 
and all donations are tax-
deductible. Financial state-
ments are available upon 
request and are on file with 
the Secretary of State,     
Maryland, and the Division of     
Consumer Affairs, Virginia. 

Like us. Follow us. 
Get to know us.  

Everybody gets in on the fun 
during Octoberfest Weekend. A 
parade through downtown 
Front Royal is just part of the 
entertainment. 

(Clockwise from 
top left) CFC  
reminder; the 
Menehune science 
class at Camp 
Fantastic; BRASS 
Camp pool antics  

Don’t forget to              
designate Special Love as 
the beneficiary of your 

Combined Federal     
Campaign, or CFC, 

pledge! We’re #49642. 


