
Jeff and I worried about him all 
week, hoping and praying he 
would open up and just have a 
good time. Little did we know it 
would be one of the greatest weeks 
of his life. He was a Counselor in 
Training (CIT) and loved it so 
much. He wasn't the boy with the 

 

 

W hen a child gets cancer, 
the entire family gets 

cancer. Tom Baker, Special 
Love’s founder along with his 
wife Sheila, often reminds    
people that battling cancer isn’t 
a solo job.  

Indeed, not everyone under-
stands the importance of     
Special Love’s BRASS Camp, 
designed lovingly for the    
siblings (read BRothers And 
SisterS) of pediatric cancer 
patients. But this mom does: 

“Last weekend we dropped Tyler off 
at a camp for siblings of cancer 
patients called BRASS (brothers 
and sisters). Honestly, he was very 
reluctant to go. He didn't want to 
be away from home, etc. But we 
made him go anyway. Of course, 

Thanks to the Laulhere Foundation, BRASS Is Beautiful 

A Sibling’s Story: “Just Being Tyler” 

CHESAPEAKE BAY BLUES FESTIVAL HAS A BANNER YEAR 

Reunion Weekend Sponsored by “the Blues”  

A fter a year’s hiatus for the 
Chesapeake Bay Blues   

Festival, the music was booming 
again this May at Sandy Point 

State Park in Annapolis. What an 
incredible turnout to hear such 
blues greats as Gregg Allman, 
Buddy Guy, Beth Hart, and   
Jonny Lang.  

Thanks to organizers Don Hooker 
and Sarah Petska, Special Love 
once again was one of four benefi-
ciaries, and the unexpected 
$10,000 in proceeds donated to 
Special Love were targeted to fund 
Reunion Family Weekend in June. 

“I hope we helped raise awareness 
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Campers Ryan, Ale, and Michael 
served up ice cream at the festival 
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Inova Social Worker 

Knows the Special 

“Language of Camp” 

E very child is a candidate for 
camp,” says social worker     

Connie Connor, smiling. When it 
comes to Special Love’s camps,    
Connor isn’t timid. She invites all  
of her young cancer patients to    
join the fun. 

Connor works with Life with       
Cancer, part of the Inova Health  
System in Fairfax, Virginia, offering  
support and education to families 

affected by cancer. Of her 43 years 
as a social worker, she has focused 
on pediatric oncology for the last 16. 

Connor is one of a dozen social 
workers in the Greater Washing-
ton D.C. area who persuade     
reluctant pediatric cancer patients 
to try a Special Love camp.      
(She points out that some patients 
need absolutely no convincing!)             

“I just want our young  

cancer patients to go    

and have fun, to feel    

normal again.” 

(continued on page 2) 
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of Special Love and the        
tremendous work you do,”  
said Hooker after the event.  

Mission accomplished. Our 
booth, manned by campers 
Ryan, Ale, and Michael 
throughout the event, sold 
out of ice cream early Sunday 
afternoon, so we left the 
Blues Festival on a sweet 
note. How How! 

Save May 21-22, 2016, for 
the next blues shindig! 

sick sister. He was just Tyler 
amongst kids who knew exactly 
what he was going through. 
They didn't sit around all week 
talking about cancer. As a   

(continued on page 4) 

 

Siblings Tyler (left) and cancer patient 
Jamie at BRASS Camp drop-off in July 



S crapbooking is a favorite 
for Abby, an 8-year-old 

who has battled acute lympho-
blastic leukemia, or ALL, since 
2011. After her week-long 
adventure at Camp Fantastic, 
Abby used her creativity to 
describe what camp means to 
her, complete with a photo of 
herself dancing to the popular 
“Shut Up and Dance with Me” 
at the talent show. (Wow!) 

Abby is a Special Love      
regular, attending not only 
Camp Fantastic but also    
Octoberfest and Circus 
Night, while her siblings have 

had a ball at BRASS Camp, 
and the entire family has 
made Family Ski Weekend 
a relaxing winter getaway. 

Abby’s scrapbook picture is 
“one of the million reasons 
why Special Love’s Camp   
Fantastic is amazing,” writes 
her mom, Patty. “This year, 
Special Love pretty much  
provided Abby with       
inpatient care and support 
for the  entire week. It’s an 
incredible undertaking and 
we are forever thankful. 
Camp Fantastic gives Abby 
something I could never 
provide.” 

 

Why Abby Loves Camp Fantastic 

The Magic of BRASS Camp (continued from page 1) 

 matter of fact, they didn't talk 
about it much at all. They   
didn’t have to. They weren't 
there for that. They were there to 
get away from it for a week and 
just have fun. 

“Jeff and I are well 
aware of the pain 
this is causing 
Tyler. Not only is 
his sister sick, but 
his TWIN is sick. 
He has had to 
take a backseat to   
surgeries, MRIs, 
chemo, radiation, and clinical 
trials. He's done a great job – 
better than I could ever do.  
Cancer changes you. It changes 
everything. And Tyler has had to 
deal with it in the most formida-
ble years of his teenage life.  

“Is it fair? Hell no, but I am 
grateful there is a camp that he 
can go to for one week every year 
to get away from it and just be 
Tyler. When we were leaving 
camp, he said, ‘I can never  
explain to you what this week 
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Amazon Smiles 

on Special Love 
 

Special Love is now      
registered as a qualified 

charity in Amazon’s     
charitable-giving program. 

Simply start your online 
shopping by entering 

www.smile.amazon.com 
and select Special Love as 
your charity. We’ll then 
receive a portion of the 
purchase price for all    

eligible items. And there’s 
absolutely no cost to you! 

 

It’s easy! We smile when 
you “smile” with Amazon.  

was for me, but in 360 days    
I get to come back, and I   
can't wait.’  

“What a gift.... Thank you, 
BRASS!” 

BRASS Camp 
is sponsored 
entirely by   
the Gwen 
Laulhere  
Foundation 
and held at 
Camp Maria in 
Leonardtown, 
MD. The 

Foundation has supported 
BRASS Camp since 1999. 
And that deserves a big 
“How How” from all of our 
special campers! 

“At BRASS, Tyler 

wasn’t the kid with 

the sick sister. He 

was just Tyler, with 

kids who knew     

exactly what he was 

going through.” 

 



W e’d like to see you at 
one of our upcoming 

fundraisers! We promise 
loads of fun for participants 
and volunteers. Let us know if 
you have questions -- and add 
these dates to your calendar. 

October 12 | 31st Camp 
Fantastic/Pat Collins        
Memorial Golf Tournament | 
Our friends at New York Life 
go all out to make this tourna-
ment memorable, from top-
notch golfing to fantastic food 

to sizzling live and silent auc-
tions. Don’t miss it! Register 
online at www.campfantastic 
golfopen.com! 1757 Golf 
Club, Dulles, VA. 

October 16 | PSI 18th   
Charity Golf Tournament | A 
unique tourney in that Special 
Love is one of two beneficiar-
ies, and Planned Systems    
International, the host, will 
match all donations. Now 
that’s a hole in one! Watch for 
details. Argyle Country Club, 
Silver Spring, MD. Visit 
www.plan-sys.com. 

November 19 | Special 
Love’s Winchester Thank-You 
Soiree | How can we thank 

our many 
donors in the 
Winchester 
area for their 
long-term 
support? 
We 

make a heartfelt toast to 
them at our first donor 
thank-you gathering in  
our headquarters city. 
Escutcheon Brewery, 
Winchester, VA. 

Calendar Alert: “Fun”-Raisers 

Fantastic BoardUpdate 
knees and prosthetic feet for 
several manufacturers. 

Amanda Robison is a corporate 
strategy analyst at the        
Advisory 
Board 
Company 
in Wash-
ington, 
D.C. She 
was first 
intro-
duced to 
Special Love when she      
volunteered for a pro bono 
project managed by the Com-
pass Group evaluating our 
fundraising. She’s been 
hooked ever since, providing 
support ranging from camp 
counseling to programming to 
branding analysis. As a grad of 

Duke University, you’ll often 
see Amanda sporting the Blue 
Devils logo around D.C. 

Caroline Goon is director of 
recruitment and career     
services for the Office of  
Biomedical Graduate        
Education at Georgetown 
University Medical Center. 
Living in Silver Spring, she’s 
been an enthu-
siastic camp 
counselor for 
three years. She 
also helped 
launch and is 
the energy    
behind Special 
Love’s Fall in 
Love 10K Run 
& 5K Run/Walk, recently 
completing its third          
successful year. 

T his year, we welcome 
three new board members! 

Jeff Quelet is a former Special 
Love camper (“one of the   

originals”) and 
long-time    
supporter of our 
organization. 
Based in   
Hagerstown, 
Maryland, he 
currently owns 
Ability Pros-

thetics and Orthotics and has 
for the last 15 years been    
instrumental in providing   
custom prosthetic and orthotic 
devices to patients. An        
amputee, Jeff also has been a 
clinical educator for a leading 
composite food company and 
has provided beta testing for 
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April 16 | Buzzing4Change 
Head-Shaving | Thanks to the 
Buzzing folks, Special Love will 
be the beneficiary once again of 
a day of head-shaving on the 

GWU campus. Stop by for a 
trim! Kogan Plaza, George 
Washington University,   
Washington, DC. 1-4:00 pm. 
www.buzzing4change.org/gwu 

May 7 | 5th Annual IBEW 
Local 26 Poker Run | Every 
year is bigger and better, thanks 
to the members of IBEW Local 

26. Join 
the 5th 
Poker Run 
(by bike 
or by car) 
to support 
Special 

Love! Southern MD. 
www.ibewlocal26.org. 

Fantastic 
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Caroline Goon at camp 

Jeff Quelet at camp 

A Magical Night  

at the Circus      

for Alex 

“Last night was truly       
magical. I don’t know how 
we ended up on the FRONT 
row, but I do know it was 
thanks to Special Love.   
Everything about last night 
was wonderful for our    
family. I can’t even begin to 
explain all the reasons why 

except 
Alex felt 
great, 
Jake was 
well   
behaved, 
Dad was 
able to 
come, the 
perform-

ers were charming and kind 
during the pizza party, and 
the Verizon center staff was 
accommodating and cheer-
ful. The circus itself was  
delightful and we could see 
everything – even the hairs 
on the soon-to-be-retired 
elephants!   

“… Alex, of course, had a 
blast. And Jake danced in his 
chair through the entire show. 
I think we had almost as much 
fun watching the boys as we 
did watching the show.  

“We can’t thank Special Love 
enough. That was an experi-
ence that exceeded our  
wildest expectations, and we 
never would have considered 
going but for your kindness.” 

-- from Janet, Alex and Jake’s 
mom, after Circus Night, an 
event offered to campers each 
year by Special Love and NIH 

 

Amanda Robison at camp 

 

 



J enny Hall remembers her 
camp years fondly: 

“Every time I went to camp, I 
was able to forget about my 
leukemia … because of all the 
incredible people who wanted 
to see kids like me catch up 
on the fun we might have 
missed during treatment.”  

Jenny attended her first week 
of Camp Fantastic in 1994, 
the same year she finished 
treatment for Acute Lympho-
cytic Leukemia (ALL) at  
Children’s National Medical 
Center in Washington, 
D.C. More than 20 
years later, with a   
degree in art and a  
minor in geology, she 
works as a scientific 
illustrator and taxider-
mist's assistant.  

Jenny’s work has been 
featured in Discover, 
Time, Scientific Ameri-
can, and The New York 
Times, among others. 
She has done scientific 

illustration for various paleon-
tological publications, the  
newly renovated Dinosaur 
National Monument, and for 
the History Channel's book and 

television series, "Mankind: 
The Story of All of Us." And 
get this, dinosaur lovers: Her 
depiction of the largest most 
complete dinosaur fossil ever 

found, Dreadnoughtus schranii, 
was featured this year on  
television news outlets,    
including NBC Nightly News 
and the CBS Evening News! 
She’s also an active fine artist 
and has participated in      
numerous art shows in the 
Philadelphia area. 

Jenny says her work is influ-
enced by the time she's spent 
doing volunteer conservation 
work in South Africa, Costa 
Rica, and Mexico, as well as 
paleontological fieldwork at 
various sites in the Western 
U.S. She has also taught      
paleontology and science art to 
inner-city middle school     
students. (Go to the website 
www.artintheageofevolution. 
com to check out her work.) 

We like to think Special Love 
played a small part in Jenny’s 
success. “Even so many years 
later, I have the memories,” 
she laughs. “And I feel incred-
ibly lucky to have had camp 
during that time in my life.” 

FantasticFlashback: Jenny Hall Feels “Incredibly Lucky”  
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Today, Jenny shares her  
artistic talents through   
scientific publications and 
national media 

Can you say Dreadnoughtus schranii? 
It’s one of Jenny’s scientific illustrations, 
featured on national news outlets. 

 

“Every time I went to 

camp, I could forget 

about my leukemia.”  

Connor estimates she sees more 
than 1,000 cancer patients and 
family members 
each year – those 
currently on treat-
ment and those 
with long-term, 
late-effects, many 
of whom are    
eligible for camp – 
so Connor’s     
outreach is vital to 
Special Love. 

“We start talking up 
Camp Fantastic in 
February and March,” she       
explains. “I approach all the kids 
about camp. Sometimes it’s an 
easy sell, and sometimes it’s a 
hard sell – for the kids and for the 
parents. Some children aren’t 

ready to go the first year after 
they’ve been diagnosed, but 
they usually are by the second. 

And after they 
go, they’re 
hooked.” 

She describes 
how camp has 
been “absolutely 
transformative” 
for many      
children. “They 
may be shy or 
have no social 
skills, but after 
they go to 

camp, they don’t want to 
leave. I like to say, ‘I told 
you so!’ It’s so heartwarming 
and rewarding. We see the 
kids grow up. They make 
lifelong connections.” 

Connor tells the story of a  
13-year-old South Korean 
boy with leukemia who lived 
in Northern Virginia. He 
didn’t speak English, so he 
was reluctant to venture      
to camp, but she finally   
convinced him it would be 
worthwhile.  

“It simply changed his life,” 
she said. “He made wonder-
ful friends. He didn’t even 
speak the same language as 
the young boy he was 
paired with, but they 
both spoke the     
language of camp.” 
According to Connor, 
several years later the 
young man wrote about 
camp and his cancer         
experience on his college 

application to Harvard      
University – and he got in! 

Not surprisingly, in 2011    
Connor was nationally         
recognized with the Social 
Worker of the Year Award 
given by the Association of  
Pediatric Oncology Social 
Workers – because her goal is 
always the same: “I just want 
you to go and have fun, to feel 

normal again like other     
children,” as she told a young 
cancer patient while calming 
his fears about camp. 

Years later, the young man 
told her it was the best time 

of his life – all thanks to the 
wonderful perseverance of 
Connie Connor. 

Social Worker Connie Connor 
with camper Daniel 

 

Connor (continued from page 1) 

APRIL 15, 2016 
Special Love’s  
Casino Royale! 

Hilton McLean Tysons Corner 
 

Mark the date!  
And prepare for a fantastic  
evening of dining, dancing,     

and charitable gaming.  
Watch for more info.  

 

Interested in sponsoring?  
Call 888.930.2707. 



I n a heartfelt salute to all  
children who are battling 

cancer now or have battled in 
the past, Special Love asked 
those in our community to 
show their support by sending a 

photo making a heart sign with 
their hands. Our heart collect-
ing spanned all of September, 
in recognition of Childhood 
Cancer Awareness Month. 

The response was heart-
warming. And, as we go to 

press, the giant collage we’re 
assembling with the beautiful 
photos will provide an      

inspirational look at the    
families Special Love touches 
– and those who touch us. 
 

Be on the lookout! We’re  
taking the collage on the road, 
to fundraisers and other events, 
to spread the word that no 
child battles cancer alone. 

 

A Community of Love in September (and Always)  

Thank You, IREM, for 10 Amazing Years of Giving! 

that we started 
back in 2006.   
I was very   
impressed 
with the huge 
turnout at what 
has become a 
‘go-to’ event 
for property 
managers in the 
D.C. area, and 
even some 
from out of 
town. It is very gratifying to 
see the support that Special 
Love has engendered among 
our colleagues. There were 
350 persons in attenance, and 
the event had 42(!) corporate 
sponsors. The 2015 gala 
earned more than $70,000 
for Special Love, pushing the 

total for the10 galas to nearly 
$430,000. A great job by all 
concerned!” 

We couldn’t agree more. Hats 
off to IREM Chapters 8, 77,   
and 92! And a special thank you 
to organizers Rob and Jean   
Collins, Catherine Smolka, and 
others for their tireless efforts. 
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T hank you once again to the 
Institute of Real Estate 

Management Chapters 8, 77, 
and 92 for another extremely 
successful gala in 2015! 

From small connections grow 
wonderfully large celebra-
tions…. “We worked with 
IREM’s Eleanor Pascale on a 
music festival many years ago,” 
explains Special Love CEO 
Dave Smith. “She was the   
person who first proposed our 
organization to IREM. And the 
rest, as they say, is history.” 

In his gala follow-up email, 
IREM’s Bob Bell obviously was 
pleased: “The 10th IREM Gala 
at Congressional Country Club 
was another rousing success, 
and continued the fine tradition 
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Members of IREM’s inaugural gala committee enjoyed the 
10th anniversary event: (left to right) Bob Bell, Amy Groff, 
Eleanor Pascale, Karen Whitt, Carol Walker, and Greg Cichy  

 

Heartfelt Thanks to 
Special Love’s    

Event Sponsors 
 

Casino Royale 

Double or Nothing Benefactors 
 

Clark Construction 
 

Beginner’s Luck Patrons 
 

The Bresch Family 
Peggy Crowley 

E&G Group 
Hamel Builders 
MedStar Health 

Dan & Jeanne Moore & Family 
Walter P Moore 

Perkins+Will 
PGN Architects 

Robert and Rita Reaves 
Jon & MP Brock Zimmerman 

 

Gaming Table Sponsors 
 

Rob & Sandee Daubenspeck 
Goldin & Stafford 

Urban Pace 
 
 

31st Camp Fantastic 
Golf Tournament 

Title Sponsors 
 

Fort Collier Group 
Schenck Foods Co. 
Shockey Companies 

 
Diamond Sponsors 

 

Tom & Sheila Baker 
The Chloupek & Hawk Families 

and Dean’s Custom Floors 
Glaize Developments 

Dan Moore & Peggy Crowley 
Stuart M. Perry 

Specialized Engineering 
Trex 

Winchester Printers 
 

Lunch Sponsor 
 

Brookfield Residential 

Special Love founders Tom and 
Sheila Baker share their hearts.  

 



 

117 Youth Development Court | Winchester, VA 22602 
31 Center Drive, Box 2062 | Bethesda, MD 20892 

888.930.2707 | www.specialove.org 

designed just for camp-eligible 
and bereaved parents. You’ll 
leave rejuvenated, we promise. 
George Washington Hotel, 
Winchester, VA. 

December 6 | 2015 Holiday 
Party | Put on your jingle bells 
and meet us for a rowdy good 
time to launch the holiday     
season. 
All 
camp 
families 
(old 
and 
new) 

October 9-11 | Octoberfest 
Weekend | We love a parade! 
And that’s where our campers 
find themselves at Octoberfest   
-- part of the local Festival of 
Leaves Parade -- not to mention 
carving pumpkins, making fall-
themed crafts, and generally 

having an incredibly fun time. 
You know you want to join us!  
4-H Center, Front Royal, VA. 

November 21-22 | Parents’ 
Getaway Weekend | You deserve 
a break from the hectic pace.  
Take advantage of our weekend 

are welcome! Franconia Fire 
Department, Franconia, VA. 

January 8-10 | Fantastic 
Winter Weekend | It’s time to 
get back on the slopes. And, 
even better, you’ll be skiing 
with camper friends. Don’t 
miss this fun weekend for 13- 
to 25-year-old cancer patients. 
4-H Center, Front Royal, VA. 

January 15-16 | Ski Family 
Weekend | Bundle up the 
entire family and head for the 
snowy mountains. Enjoy your 
holiday weekend with Special 
Love friends, skiing, relaxing, 
sipping hot chocolate -- your 
choice! Open to all camp-
eligible families. Canaan Valley 
Resort, Davis, WV. 

BackBurner | Mark Your Calendars for Fun, Fun, Fun!  

Special Love, Inc., is a non-profit,   
IRS 50(c)(3) organization, and all 
donations are tax-deductible. Financial 
statements are available upon request 
and are on file with the Secretary of 
State, Maryland, and the Division of 
Consumer Affairs, Virginia. 

Like us. Follow us. 
Get to know us.  

(Clockwise from top) Fantastic Friends Weekend, BRASS Camp, 
September Hearts, and more Fantastic Friends  

 


